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September 2024 Newsletter

This month President Santiago encourages us to think about World Sight Day, we profile the
celebrations of 20 years of optometry in Uganda. send reminders for our annual meetings in Quito
and Indianapolis, share information on the ALDOO congress, call for contributions to our E-book, and
share information on interesting publications and events. We keep VOSH-Lebanon in our hearts.

President's Insights

President's
Insights

World Sight Day is around the

corner. President Santiago reflects on the
importance of this campaign for
VOSH/International.

Everyday is
World Sight Day . . .
Read the whole article in Englishhere and the

Spanish version here

Do not forget to submit your entry to
the VOSH E-book

Invitation to the

Decades of humanitarian work worldwide have
resulted in countless human stories that made
VOSH volunteers laugh, cry, challenge stereotypes,
and motivate them to continue offering eye care to
those who need it most. All VOSH and SVOSH
chapters are invited to contribute their stories to
the VOSH E-book. The guidelines and the link for
the manuscript submission are in English here, and
in Spanish here. Chapters can submit their
manuscripts until December 15%,2024. Do not L U I D L
miss this opportunity to share your human stories e e e sYRtichortey
with the VOSH network and its partners.

News from our chapters

Uganda celebrates 20 years of
optometry

Between September 13 and 14, the


https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/7ec430a1-1a68-4b81-9cdd-39b3b59f27c2.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/fc7f6f2c-d5b0-412d-8eac-f78fa9318f9a.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/a9826b0a-2026-415b-a01a-05c7d1ff0c5f.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/49edf2ca-ac95-4010-aa42-a46af7a8e27e.pdf?rdr=true

Optometrists Association of Uganda hosted
the African Council of Optometry Congress in
Kampala, Uganda, and celebrated 20 years of
Ugandan optometry. The SVOSH-Makerere
chapter received a mentorship grant to enable
the Ugandan optometry students to attend the
congress and benefit from the scientific,

public health, and strategic discussions that

Looking back, moving forward:revolutionasing

e o o & took place there. Read an overview of the
meeting here.

The African Council of O y and O ts i
of Uganda Congi il i of the
SVOSH -Makerere chapter

VOSH-Northeast goes to Panama and
needs ODs

This chapter is going to Panama between January
18 and 26, 2025. They will work in Churuquita
Gande in the Coclé Province at the Instituto
Carmen Conte Lombardo and hosted by the
Dorado Rotary Club. If you are interested, please
complete this form or contact: Carl Sakovits
islanddoc5@aol.com or visit

WWW. neVOSh -OFQ/neWS Humanitarian clinic needs ODs for Panama w@

January 18 and 26, 2025

Free glasses and sunglasses
E V
Ao | @R Yo, Free frames and sunglasses
H P :-
SANTA CRUZ'| "mc®® VOSH-Santa Cruz-Quebec has frames and sunglasses

Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity CANADA

for free. Interested chapters, please contact Father

ﬁ ‘ i , Pierre Labine at pierre.labine@sympatico.ca

In solidarity with

| VOSH - LEBANON *

Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity
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Two annual meetings

INTERNATIONAL
[ e

F ’gi ‘/ Abordando las inequidades de la
f " salud visual en Latinoamérica
N\ /o
AN
Reunion Anual
26 de octubre 2024
Hotel Quito

Unase al movimiento de voluntarios .
optometristas més grande del mundo Quito, Ecuador

The Latin American version of our annual
meeting takes place on October 26th in
Quito, Ecuador. The program is here.

La version latinoamericana de nuestra
reunion anual se llevara a cabo en Quito,
Ecuador el sdbado 26 de octubre de
2024. Tendremos una sesion practica en
baja vision para los estudiantes
ecuatorianos el viernes 25 y una clinica
humanitaria con los colegas de la
Federacion de Optometristas del Ecuador
el domingo 27 de octubre. Vea el

programa aqui.

Inscribase aqui

Inscripcién via Zoom
aqui

Supporting Latin American Optometry

VOSH/International is delighted to support the congress of

VS

INTERNATIONAL
Ve Ot o ey

Addressing eye health care
inequalities through leadership and
collaboration

Annual Meeting

November 9th, 2024
8:00 am-12:30 pm

o g e " Indlianapolis, Indiana

The US version of our Annual Meeting
will be held at the Indiana University
Indianapolis Campus on Saturday,
November 9th between 8:00 am and
1:00 pm. New Board members will be
installed, and awards and fellowships
given.

The preliminary program is available
here.

On Friday, November 8th, the Board of
Directors will meet at the same venue.

Register
here

Register for the
Indianapolis Zoom
meeting here

XXVI Congreso
@ (L)atinoam?rica&w de
t t ti
INTERNATIONAL 1002024 Optometria y Optica
Apoyando el Congreso de ALDOO

Quito, Ecuador-Octubre 25y 26

the Latin American Association of Optometry and Optics

(ALDOO) and the Deans of Schools of Optometry meeting
taking place in Quito between October 23 and 26th.

Hector Santiago, OD, PhD,FAAOQ
Presidente VOSH/International
Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico

Check our volunteers and partners who are supporting both Dol Tuslker. 00, PhD. FARG
activities here. More information on the ALDOO congress is Profesor asociado ‘

available_here.

VOSH members benefit from a reduced registration fee of
US$80 to the ALDOO congress. Miembros de VOSH se
benefician de un registro de US$80 para el congreso de

ALDOO en Quito.

Departamento de Oftalmologia
Universidad de Arizona, EE.UU.

=\ Michael Ciszek, 0D, dipABO, FVI
Visionary Eye Care
lllinois, EE. UU.

L.O.Beatriz Gomez Serna, MEd.
Asuntos Internacionales
Universidad Auténoma de la Laguna,
Coahuila, Mexico
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Interesting publications

Prevalence of Refractive Error and Visual
Impairment in the Guna Indians of Panama

This paper focuses on the prevalence of refractive error and
vision impairment among the Guna, an indigenous group in
Panama. Like other indigenous peoples, the Guna Nega
community in Panama City faces significant health
disparities including access to eye health. Dr Hector
Santiago, president of VOSH/International is the lead
author. The research initiative was a collaboration between
SVOSH-TAUPR and SVOSH-UDELAS-Panama. You can

contact him at: santiago@vosh.org

You can download the paper here

2023 Global Survey of Optometry:

Clinical Optometry Dove

---------------- Defining Variations of Practice,
Variations of Practice, Regulation and Human Regulation and Human Resou rces

Resources Between Countries

Between Countries

An interesting paper on the demographics of
optometrists and the regulation of optometry in
countries members of the World Council of
Optometry (WCO) is available here.

Dr Gammoh, faculty adviser for the SVOSH-AAU-
Jordan chapter and chair of WCQO's Education
Committee is the corresponding author for this
paper. You can contact him at:
y-gammoh@ammanu.edu.jo

News from our partners

Optometry’s Meeting® 2025 to

host the 5th World Congress of ot

Optometry (WCOS) =, 5"WORLD
N e

In 2025, the American Optometric Association N R ———

(AOA) will host the 5th World Congress of

Optometry (WCO5) in Minneapolis, <} >

Minnesota. The World Council of Optometry

has opened the call for courses for this Moreinformatienicavalablehere

event.

Submissions must be made online by October  https://www.optometrysmeeting.org/education/wco

22", Selected courses will be held on June -call-for-courses

26 and 27, 2025. More information is
available here. Consider submitting a course.
VOSH/International is an affiliate member of WCO.

Visit our Website
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