
August 2026 Newsletter

This month we bring you inspiring updates from clinics and events across Mexico, Colombia, and
Honduras. We celebrate important milestones from optometry schools in Colombia and Ecuador and
congratulate the recipients of two VOSH/International awards as well as a national awardee from
Ethiopia. You are encouraged to register for our Annual Meeting and explore membership in the
Franklin Harms Society. Amid these celebrations, we also pause to reflect on our members, partners,
and communities experiencing hardship at this time.

President's Insights

President Weiss represented
VOSH/International at the recent Summit
Vision y Óptica in Mexico City. In this
short video, she reflects on her
experience at the event and her
conversations with representatives from
Mexican Optometry Schools and State
Colleges of Optometry.
Optometrist Salvador González,
Coordinator of Optometry, joins President
Weiss to share his perspectives as well.
The video includes translation in both
Spanish and English.

Watch the video here

The 2026 Annual Meeting is a month away

https://vimeo.com/1223015098?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci


Do not forget to register
The 2026 Annual Meeting will take place
in a hybrid format on Saturday, October
3rd, from 2–5 pm (US PT) at the
Southern California College of
Optometry. We invite all VOSH and
SVOSH chapter members and friends to
join us for in‑depth discussions, and the
opportunity to connect with fellow
volunteers from the USA and other parts
of the world.

More information on the programme and
registration is available here

Franklin Harms Society

During the Annual Meeting, new members of
the Franklin Harms Society will be
welcomed. 
VOSH volunteers have contributed
thousands of hours to improve vision care for
people in need around the world. To honor
those who have shown exceptional,
long‑term commitment, VOSH/International
created The Franklin Harms Society,
named after our founder, Dr. Franklin Harms.
This distinction celebrates optometrists,
volunteers, and supporters who have
participated in ten or more VOSH
humanitarian trips, both local and
international—individuals whose service
embodies the very heart of our mission. Are
you one of them?

Apply for the Society here.

Awards

https://vosh.org/events/annual-meeting-2026/
https://voshinternational.wufoo.com/forms/x1jzv6cw0avq31e/


VOSH/International will honour two remarkable individuals with its two most prestigious
awards. Professor Bruce Moore will receive the 2026 Harry L. Zeltzer Lifetime Achievement Award,
and Dr. Jennifer Meister Bourn is the Humanitarian of the Year Award.  

Professor Bruce Moore has inspired
generations through his dedication to
pediatric optometry, generous
mentorship, and enduring volunteer
service. Discover more about his
remarkable career, achievements, and
lasting impact here.

Dr. Meister Bourn exemplifies the
spirit of volunteerism through her
actions, generosity, and unwavering
positive attitude. Her commitment
reflects the very foundations on
which VOSH chapters grow, serve,
and make a lasting impact. Read
more about her here.

Ethiopian Best Leader Optometrist Award

The Ethiopian Optometric Association has
recognised Mr. Merkineh Markos Lorato (pictured,
centre) as the Best Leader Optometrist 2025–2026
during its 11th Annual General Meeting and Scientific
Conference, held from August 29–30 in Addis Ababa.

Mr. Markos Lorato is the Head of the Optometry
Programme at Gondar University and is the faculty
adviser for SVOSH‑Gondar.

Congratulations on this well‑deserved honour.

https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/05f1c8d7-21f2-434c-8c22-cc052951a137.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/3a754b7b-9b99-4b67-a92d-45c08426a668.pdf?rdr=true
https://ethiopianoptometricassociation.org/


News From Our Chapters

The University of Zimbabwe joins
VOSH/International

We are delighted to welcome the University
of Zimbabwe optometry programme as the
new SVOSH‑Zimbabwe chapter and look
forward to working with and learning from
them.

You can contact the Faculty Adviser, Mr.
Leaveson Thom at
(lthom@medsch.uz.ac.zw) and the SVOSH
Chapter President, Nigel Dzanga at
(dzanganigel@gmail.com).

Welcome on board!

Outcomes from the Summit in
Mexico

The 2026 Summit Vision y Óptica brought
forward important discussions on the future
of Mexican optometry and cross‑border
collaboration. B.Opt Salvador González
offers key insights from the Summit,
including reflections from the main panel and
the gathering of optometry schools. You can
read the article in English here.

El Summit Vision y Óptica ofreció
importantes discusiones sobre el futuro de la
optometría mexicana y la colaboración
internacional. En este artículo, Salvador
González comparte su opinión sobre los
logros del Summit y el futuro de la
optometría en México. Puede leer el artículo
completo aquí.

mailto:lthom@medsch.uz.ac.zw
mailto:dzanganigel@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/8236e697-1547-454d-8376-f08902d46290.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/c1885588-af7e-492e-b6f2-b943cf5059b4.pdf?rdr=true


From classroom to community in
Colombia

Dr. Marcela Frazier reflects on a meaningful
visit to Colombia, where she and Dr. Weise
contributed to an academic programme and
took part in an outreach activity with
Children’s Vision International in Bogotá.

Read the article here.

Congratulations La Salle!

60 years leading visual health in
Colombia

The Universidad de La Salle in Colombia is
marking 60 years of educating optometrists.
What began in 1966 under the leadership of
Dr. Alfonso Mejía Fajardo and 23 pioneering
students has grown into a programme with
more than 4,000 graduates, making a lasting
contribution to optometry in Colombia and
beyond. Congratulations to La Salle on this
important milestone.

La Universidad de La Salle en Colombia
celebra 60 años educando optometristas. Lo
que comenzó en 1966 bajo el liderazgo del
Dr. Alfonso Mejía Fajardo y 23 estudiantes
pioneros se ha convertido en un programa
con más de 4.000 egresados dejando huella
en Colombia y el mundo. Enhorabuena a La
Salle por este importante hito.

Watch a great video here 

The Optometry Programme at the Universidad Técnica de Manabí in
Ecuador celebrates its 23rd anniversary

https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/690e6170-4b93-486d-be82-405ba3132f34.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1836210500870448?locale=es_LA


VOSH/International congratulates the
programme on reaching this important
milestone. The celebrations featured
progress reports, outreach activities, and
awareness‑raising events with participation
from university authorities and special
guests. Carmen Arteaga, Head of the
Optometry Programme, shared plans for
continued growth and academic
development. We are confident that her
energy and commitment to the profession
will drive the programme forward.

VOSH/International felicita al programa por
alcanzar este importante hito. Las
celebraciones incluyeron informes de
avance, actividades de sensibilización y de
extensión comunitaria con la participación
de autoridades universitarias e invitados
especiales. Carmen Artega, Jefa del
programa de Optometría, compartió planes
para el crecimiento y desarrollo

académicos. Estamos seguros de que su energía y compromiso con la profesión continuarán
impulsando el programa.

Congratulations to the entire optometry team at UTM. 

Felicidades a todo el equipo de optometría de la UTM 

SVOSH-NSUOCO returns to
Roatan, Honduras

At the end of July, the SVOSH chapter at
Northeastern State University Oklahoma
College of Optometry (NSU OCO) returned
to Roatan, Honduras. After four days and
579 happy patients, this SVOSH chapter
returned with a great sense of achievement. 

Read their report here. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/298610f4101/6f5ce5be-3581-4005-808e-0d9ca0414abe.pdf?rdr=true


And let us not forget those experiencing hardship

Visit our Website

  

VOSH/International | 12660 Q Street | Omaha , NE 68137 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

How did you like this email?

                 

http://www.vosh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/vosh.org
http://www.facebook.com/vosh.org
https://www.instagram.com/vosh_international/
https://www.instagram.com/vosh_international/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyVhEQesFi7Phw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyVhEQesFi7Phw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/forms/response?id=khMl9rfAxv4S94aC9y2LhtkP6CIajzKTkSSOcUEVcJLEcsNYZc7-ZOn2_kYkwx5DByckig5rdSQF24Vknk34hGHIsP63mK2VvMe8MSF-HAmZSSwJRYkqPu2dF7Mt4OYOdAXPP_Vp45W6VMc4c2wGNIWR3E9INKkM4blwJ0dWoHEJsME93VwdeHB2VE3lEBx-uzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=&source_id=5c907cf0-cd2f-4982-b866-8085746d5a45&source_type=em&c=

